Daily Heavy Vehicle Pre-Start Checklist

Form Purpose

This checklist is used to help ensure heavy vehicles and trailers are maintained in a safe and
roadworthy condition before operation. It supports defect identification, reporting, and
corrective action tracking.

Instructions
Select Yes, No, or N/A for each item.

If No is selected, describe the defect or action taken in the comment field and add a photo if
applicable.

Any critical safety item marked No means the vehicle must not be operated until repaired
and cleared in accordance with NHVAS procedures.

Form Details

Date:

Driver Name:

Vehicle Registration:

Trailer Registration (if applicable):
Fleet / Asset ID:

Location:

Odometer Reading:

Documentation & NHVAS Compliance
Driver licence is valid and carried:
Work diary is present, current, and compliant:

NHVAS accreditation details are current and accessible:



Vehicle maintenance records are up to date (as required):

Mass, dimension, and permit documentation is current and carried:

Engine Bay & Mechanical

Engine oil level is within safe operating range:
Coolant level is adequate with no visible leaks:
Power steering fluid level is adequate:

Belts and hoses are secure and free from damage:

No visible fuel, oil, or coolant leaks present:

Vehicle Exterior & Safety

Body panels are secure with no sharp edges or major damage:
Mirrors are secure, clean, and correctly adjusted:

Windscreen is clean with no cracks affecting visibility:
Wipers and washers operate correctly:

Horn operates correctly:

Lights & Electrical Systems

Headlights (low and high beam) operate correctly:

Indicators and hazard lights operate correctly:

Brake lights operate correctly:

Clearance lights, marker lights, and reflectors are operational:

Reverse alarm/squawker operates correctly (if fitted):

Braking Systems

Parking brake holds the vehicle effectively:



Foot brake feels firm and responsive:

Air pressure builds correctly within normal time:
Low air pressure warning devices function correctly:
No audible air leaks detected:

CRITICAL: Vehicle must not be operated if No is selected.

Wheels, Tyres & Suspension

Wheel nuts are present and appear secure:

Tyres are free from cuts, bulges, or exposed cords:
Tyre tread depth meets minimum legal requirements:
Tyre pressures appear correct:

Suspension components appear secure and undamaged:

Trailer Coupling & Connections

Fifth wheel / tow coupling is correctly engaged and locked:
Safety locking mechanisms are engaged:

Air and electrical connections are secure and undamaged:
Trailer legs are fully raised and secured:

Tug test completed to confirm coupling integrity:

Load Restraint

Load restraint equipment is serviceable and compliant:

Load is restrained appropriately for weight, type, and journey:
Curtains, gates, and doors are secured correctly:

No risk of load movement or load loss:

CRITICAL: Load must be secured before vehicle movement.



Defects & Maintenance Reporting
Any defects identified have been reported in accordance with NHVAS procedures:
Defects requiring repair have been recorded for maintenance action:

Vehicle has been deemed safe to operate or withdrawn from service as required:

Declaration

By signing below, I declare that the information provided in this form is accurate and
complete to the best of my knowledge based on the information available to me.

Driver Signature:

Time Completed:

Disclaimer:

This checklist/form is provided for general guidance only and may not address all specific requirements
or regulations. It is intended for informational purposes and should not be relied upon as a replacement
for professional, technical, or legal advice. Users are encouraged to consult qualified professionals to
ensure compliance with all relevant standards, regulations, and laws.



